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We will pick you up in Tbilisi and drive to Kvemo Alvani, one 
of the Tush winter villages, through the 1620m high Gombori

Pass.
In Kvemo Alvani we will load  the rest of the gear we will need 

for our off the beaten path tour.  We are then on our way to 
Tusheti.

Off road through the Stori Gorge, big forests and waterfalls 
with stops for photos on the way.  The Abano Pass is 2950 

Off road through the Stori Gorge, big forests and waterfalls 
with stops for photos on the way.  The Abano Pass is 2950 

metres high, the highest drivable mountain pass in the 
Caucasus.

The drive from Tbilisi to Chighlaurta, the home village of my 
Tushetian partner, will be about 6 hours. Driving distance all 

together is 200 km, the altitude is around 2050 metres. In 
Chiglaurta, which is the starting point for most of our tours, we 
will stay in his house- don’t expect comfort, the village has no 
electricity!  But the view from the balcony is worth it. You can 

see the mountain ranges, which separate Tusheti from 
Daghestan and Chechnya, with some 4 to 5 thousand metre

peaks.









After loading the packhorses we will hike from 
Chiglaurta to Omalo via Khakhabo. Traditional lunch 

in Upper Omalo. You will  have the possibility to 
visit the medieval fortress of Keselo in Omalo. 

Traditionally Tush people abandoned their villages 
and used towers as temporary shelters during raids 
on their villages. Keselo was constructed during the on their villages. Keselo was constructed during the 
Mongol invasion of Georgia in 1230.   It originally 

had 13 towers. There were only ruins left until 2003 
when restorations commenced. We continue our way 

to the
crossroads for the Pirikiti and Gometsari valleys. 
Overnight at the Mirgvela guesthouse, at 2100m 

above sea level.









This day we reach the Gometsari Valley with beautiful villages on the 
way. One of them, Bochorna,  is the highest seasonally inhabited 

village in Europe. On the other side of the valley we can see villages 
which are only reachable by horse or on foot. We will pass some 
sheep farms on our way. There is the chance to do a detour to the 

village of Dochu, in an idyllic spot with views to Iliurta with one of 
the few churches in Tusheti, as well as to other ones further away.  

Continuing to Jvarboseli guesthouse in a great spot on a meadow near Continuing to Jvarboseli guesthouse in a great spot on a meadow near 
the river.

This will be our last stop in a guesthouse for the next few days.  From 
here we enter the homelands of a different mountain tribe, the Tsova
Tush.  There are two different theories as to where they are originally 
from.  The first is that they are Ingush people who came to Tusheti in 
the past.  The alternative theory is that they were Tush people who 
went to Ingushetia for several centuries, and then came back. Their
language is one of the three Nakh languages, Chechen, Ingush and 

Tsova-Tush or Bats.





After loading the luggage on the horses we will be on 
our way to the Alazanistavi Valley, where there are 
no  villages only scattered farms.  We hike along the 
river in the direction of the Sakorne Pass, leading to 
the mountains around Pankisi.  We head upwards the mountains around Pankisi.  We head upwards 

slowly until we are above the treeline.  About 20km 
all in today.

Alazanistavi is in my opinion its the most beautiful 
place in the mountains. It’s a famous trout fishing 

spot too.

We camp near the banks of the Alazani River.

Altitude is 2064 meter.





Crossing the Sakorne Pass- 2835metres above sea 
level- before going down the other side on a steep 
path to cross the Alazani River. After crossing the 
river, the landscape is a bit different, strewn with 
rocks and boulders which gave the area its name, rocks and boulders which gave the area its name, 
Rkinis mta – Iron Mountain. This area is beyond 

the reach of tourism- we will only meet some 
farmers with sheep or, later on, cattle.  The hiking 

distance is about 20 km.  We camp near a fresh

mountain spring in 2467 meter above sea level.





After breakfast we head to Tbatan lake, located in 
the mountain area around Pankisi, but still in the 

territory of the Tsova Tush, who come here to 
shepherd their flocks or to spend a few weeks in 

their Summer huts. their Summer huts. 

There is a bit of a steep climb to reach the lake. 
We can camp near the lake or near the Summer 

huts, where we will likely meet some people from 
Pankisi. You can visit some farms to learn more 

about the daily routine of life in the high 
mountains. Hiking distance is 18 km.

Altitude is 1967 meter.





We start to descend to Pankisi, which is about 14 
km or 4 hours away, passing the Bacara National 
Park, home to some of the oldest Yew trees in the 
world.  Families come here to harvest chestnuts in 

season.season.

We will stay in a homestay or guesthouse in one 
of the Villages in Pankisi, where you will get a 

insight into Chechen culture, which is a bit 
different from the one you experienced before.





In case we reach Pankisi on a Thursday, there is the chance to 
attend a Sufi ceremony  in Duisi, where every  Friday at 11:00 

o'clock, a Sufi sorority belonging to Vird Kunta - Haji Kishiyev
gathers in an old mosque. Women come together for the "Zikr" 

conducted by a Grand Master of the fraternity.

The women invite everyone interested in Sufi traditions. This is 
one of major attractions in the Pankisi, and an experience 

comparable with the far more famous whirling dervishes in comparable with the far more famous whirling dervishes in 
Turkey. Visitors can observe the prayer from inside. 

After breakfast or lunch, depending on the chance of attending 
the sufi ceremony you will go by car back to Tbilisi with a 

driver from Pankisi, which I will organise for you.  I won’t be 
able to go with you because my partner and I need to take the 

horses back to Tusheti.

This tour is not for inexperienced people due to its difficulty, 
and is only possible from mid June until the end of September





I hope you enjoyed reading the tour description, I 
tried long to find the perfect design, but please 
don’t judge so hard on me, English is not my 

native language, friends helped me proofreading. 
Same goes for the design, I am not professional 
designer either, just did it in a way I thought I designer either, just did it in a way I thought I 

would enjoy to read. 

I added mostly my own photos which are mostly 
unedited. Due to the fact I havent taken photos 

everywhere, I used photos of friends as well, not 
downloaded ones.




